ceffary that cool, deliberate, and penetrating men ftiould analyze 
tne ideas, and preferve fuch as are of intrinfic worth and utility. 
For this purpofe I have a particular pleafure in placing the fol- 
lowing pages before the fcrutinizing eye of the Board of Agricul- 
turej in which I have no doubt but there are numerous errors, 
which partiality to a favourite purfuit has prevented me from per- 
ceiving : nor have I a with that any part of this Work fhould 
meet with favour, unlefs it can hand the teft of the drifted: in- 
quiry, and be fupported by reafon. 

To reduce the expence of canals, and extend the benefit of eafy 
conveyance into every diftrift, whatever natural obftacles may 
prefent themfelves, is certainly an important confideration j but 
if 1 have not been fo fortunate as to point out the method, there 
undoubtedly is one among the infinite materials in the repofitory 
of Genius which will be brought into light by energy and in- 
veftigation. I ihall therefore feel happy, fhould this Work prove 
a ftimulus to induce ingenious men to direft their attention and 
talents to further improvement. 

With the mod: fincere thanks for the meafure which the ho- 
nourable Board has been pleafed to take, in order to bring the 

fubjeft of fmall canals to the ted: of difcuffion and experience^ 

I remain. 

My Lords and Gentlemen, 

With the utmofl gratitude and refpeft. 

Your obedient and very humble fervant, 


ROBERT FULTON. 


( vii ) 


TO MESSRS. JESOP, WHITWORTH, OUTRAN, MILN,- 

AND RENNIE. 


Gentlemen, 

In fome obfervations on the utility of fmall canals, which I 
printed in the Star of July the 30th, 1795, and in which I called 
on you to Rate your objeftions to the fyftem, the Printer, by 
miftake, having placed the words, whofe merits. I ejleem , immedi- 
ately after Mr. Whitworth’s name, inftead of inferting it after 
the names were repeated, it might appear that Meffrs. Outram, 
Miln, and Rennie, were excluded from that refpeft which I ever 
feel for men of fcience. I therefore take this opportunity to ex- 
plain the error, in order to reftify any bad imprefiion which it 
might occafion j and I hope this will be deemed a fuflicient 
apology. 

At the fame time I think it perfeftly confonant to the nature 
of this Work, again to call on you, together with Meflrs. Telford, 
Cockfhot, Chapman, and Benet, to deliberately weigh the follow- 
ing pages on fmall canals, and favour me with your opinion, 
or tranfmit it to the public, in order that they may be put in the 
poffeffion of the arguments for and againft the fyftem. In this 
requeft I conceive myfelf perfeftly juftified : Firft, Becaufe the 
improvement of canals is of national importance ; fecond, it is 
the duty of every man engaged in public works, to inveftigate 
every plan which has the appearance of facilitating fuch works ; 
third, many ufeful works remain unnoticed, for ages, for want of 
7 immediate 
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